











each county who took the 1774 oath of abjuration. 1t is clear from this table that Tipperary had
nearly twice as many jurors as the next county (Kilkenny), and that their number was out of all
proportion to the size of the surviving Catholic middle-class.

This is a specialised monograph which involves much parsing of legal documents and
discussion of high politics. As such, it can be heavy going at times. But the author clears up
myths about the oath itself and, in particular, demonstrates that it was less sweeping than was
hitherto believed.

Pidraig Lenihan

Fethard, Co. Tipperary: A Guide to the Medieval Town. By Tadhg O’Kecffe (Fethard
Historical Society, 1997, 30 pp). £3.00.
Tipperariana. By Rudi Hopzapfel (Fethard Historical Society, 1997, 18 pp). No price siated.

Between them these two booklets provide further proof, if such were indeed needed, that in
local history Fethard is the most active town in this county. The first is a handsomely produced
account by a leading academic archaeologist, who has given much of his time and expertise in
recent years to this town. With illustrations — some in colour — on every page, it combines both
a guide to, and a walking-tour of, what is “probablv the finest example of a small medicval
town in Ireland”.

The second comprises, as its sub-title explains, “notes, pointers and current market prices of
Tipperary books for scholar and collector”. The compiler, an American book expert, has
recently put down roots in the Pennyfarthing Arcade in Tipperary town. Yet, curiously, one of
the few details omitted (on p. 18) relates to the year of publication of an authoritative hook on
the War of Independence by Sean Fitzpatrick, published in 1972 literally a stone-throw from the
compiler’s current place of business!

Marcus Bourke

Who's Who in the Irish War of Independence and Civil War 1916-1923. By Padraic O’Farrell
(Lilliput Press, Dublin 1997, 232 pp). £9.99.

This modestly priced and intelligently planned book (an extended version of one published
in 1980) will be an indispensable source reference for its topic and period. Part I, covering the
War of Independence (1916-1921), divides entries into A-Z, entries by surnames (99 pages), the
Irish republican and non-combatant dead (19 pages) and Crown dead (20 pages). Part II,
covering the Civil War (1922-1923), is divided into four — A-Z entries (58 pages),pro-Treaty
casualties (14 pages), anti-[reaty casualties (9 pages) and exccutions (4 pages). A map and list
of sources complete a uscful book.

In an evocative preface the author explains what could not be fitted into such an orderly
compilation, and justifics both his dislike of emotive terms like “Irregulars” and his omission of
home addresses in the main Civil War listings. He confesses that his book “is by its nature
incomplete”. Some omissions, are, however, difficult to understand — the absences from his
bibliographv of Sean Fitzpatrick’s 1972 book and Oliver Coogan’s 1983 book, to mention only
two.

Readers of this Journal prepared to trust this reviewer’s often unreliable arithmetic may like
to compile their own statistics. Subject to that qualification, it appears that 28 anti-Treaty
volunteers died in this county as against 35 pro-Treaty fatal casualties, and that there were 5
Civil War executions here by the Free State regime. In the War of Independence Crown deaths
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in Tipperary numbered only 15, but this total excludes 30 policemen. Irish Republican (i.e. pre-
Treaty) non-combatant dead came to 58, including what seem to be a few “overlaps”, i.e. names
mentioned twice. These figures give an overall total of 171 violent deaths in this county in the
7-year period from Easter 1916 to April 1923.

Marcus Bourke

Nationalism and Independence. By Nicholas Mansergh, edited by Diana Mansergh (Cork
University Press, 264 pp). £45.00 and £14.95.

In an issue of this Journal commemorating the Young Ireland rising of 1848, it is perhaps
appropriate to begin a review of this posthumous selection of essays with a story of the
Mansergh family from that historic year. The foreman of the jury at the trial in Clonmel of
- William Smith O’Brien and the other leaders of the abortive rising was Richard Martin
Southcote Mansergh, the late Dr. Mansergh’s great-grandfather, who had been a close friend of
O’Brien, and it fell to Mansergh to announce the guilty verdict.

In 1867, on the eve of the next rising (that of the equally inept Fenians), Mansergh, knowing
that some of his tenants would be involved, called them to a meeting in his home (at Grenane
outside Tipperary town — still the family seat); hours before they were to assemble at Ballyhurst
under General Bourke. Locking them all in the house he left, probably saving them all from
death. As readers of “My Clonmel Scrapbook” know, five years carlier at the trial for the
Rockwell murder (also in Clonmel) of the New Inn Fenian suspect Tom Halloran, Mansergh
from the jury-box had also intervened to good effect for Halloran, who was acquitted and
(probably wisely) left Ireland for good.

This is a useful collection of 18 essays on Irish affairs written by Nicholas Mansergh over a
period of some 50 years. It is divided into Parts such “Post War Ireland” and “The Northern
Situation”, and includes short studies of de Valera and Eoin MacNeill, as well as Mansergh'’s
article on the seminal 1986 book Tipperary History & Society (edited by William Nolan and
Thomas McGrath) and McGrath’s 1983 interview of Mansergh in the Irish Times.

For readers of this Journal, however, surely the most rivetting article is a previously
unpublished set of entries from Mansergh’s diaries for 1934 to 1939, many made while at home
in Tipperary. They give fascinating (if fleeting) glimpses of some notable Tipperary figures now
long dead — among them Sean Hayes of the Third Tipperary Brigade, Paul Flynn the amateur
historial, Col. “Jerry” Ryan and Prof. Michael Hayes, the first Ceann Combhairle, all of whom
Mansergh met. What would the editor of a Journal like this not give to publish more from these
diaries of the father of Dr. Martin Mansergh, special adviser on the Northern peace process to
at least two Irish Governments!

Marcus Bourke

The Annals of Tigernach: Index of Names. Compiled by Diarmaid O Murchadha (Irish Texts
Society, London, 1997. 222 pp). £20.

The Annals of Tigernach constitute one of the most important sources for the student of
medieval Irish history. Despite this, no modern critical edition of the text exists and scholars
must still rely on that published by Whitley Stokes in Revue Celtique, vols. xvi-xviii (1895-7).
This work has recently been reprinted by Llanerch Publishers, which makes these annals
readily accessible for the first time. There are many deficiencies in Stokes’s edition of the
Annals, not least of which is the lack of an index. Diarmuid O Murchadha rectifies this defect in
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the present volume, in which all the place and personal names found in the text are listed. For
some years he has been engaged in a thorough re-examination of the placenames in the
principal collections of annals and many of his findings have been published in vols. 4-7 of the
journal Ainnm. He brings the same thoroughness to this placename index, where his aim was to
identify as many as possible of the locations cited in text. Many of the identifications are
conjectural and we await with interest the evidence for some of them in his forthcoming article
in Ainm, vol. 7. This is a very welcome publication; one hopes the day is not far off when it can
be incorporated into a new edition of these annals.

Dénall Mac Giolla Easpaig

Tom Kiely: ‘For Tipperary and Ireland’. By Bob Withers and Patrick Holland (Tipperary S.R.
Co. Museum, Clonmel, 1997). 45 pp.

This illustrated booklet, which in every respect is a credit to all involved in its publication,
appeared with the opening last winter of the exhibition dedicated to Tipperary’s greatest
athlete, who became All Round Champion of the World at the 1904 Olympics in St. Louis to
capture this county’s first Olympic gold medal. This is a carefully researched biography of
Kiely, compiled for the most part from faded and crumbling newspaper files from two
continents, and includes a catalogue of the principal exhibits — which by now (according to
leaks as of the date of the review) should repose (temporarily?) in the new state-of-the-art
museum and heritage centre in Croke Park. Given the shameful public divisions recently
revealed in Irish Olympic circles, is it not time to consider handing back athletics to the GAA,
bearing in mind its achievements in the forgotten era of Kicely and his rivals — and its
£20,000,000 golden handshake from the Taoiseach.

Marcus Bourke
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